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I greet you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

This Memorial Day weekend is when we remember those loved ones who have gone on before us. 

Today I want to talk to you about the one who loves us and has gone on before us – our Lord, Jesus Christ. For the Scriptures tell us that He loved us even before we were born and He waits for us even now. 

We should ever remember that He came to Earth, “the Word made flesh,” and lived among us and taught the Word, then He sacrificed himself. He went willingly to the cross; He was pierced for our transgressions and died for our sins.  But on the third day He rose again from the grave and ascended to heaven where He sits at the right hand of the Father, ever making intercession for the saints.

So how should we remember our Lord?  How does Christ ask that we remember him?

At the Last Supper, we are told in the Gospels that He gathered all His disciples around Him.  In Luke, we read:

“And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, ‘This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.’"            











(Luke 22:19) 
According to Matthew, in like manner, after dinner, He took the cup and said: 

“This is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.”                   



(Matt. 26:28) 
Now certainly most us follow the Lord’s command and take Holy Communion in remembrance of him.  But this is not the only thing the Lord requires of His followers:

In Micah 6:8, the word says:  


“He has showed you, O man, what is good.

       
And what does the LORD require of you?

       
To act justly and to love mercy

       
and to walk humbly with your God.”

“To act justly, to love mercy, to walk humbly with God.”
In James 1:27, it says: 


“. . . to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep


[yourself] from being polluted by the world.”

In Deut. 10, the word gives a clear and complete answer as to what the Lord requires of us:

“And now, O Israel, what does the LORD your God ask of you but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to observe the LORD's commands and decrees that I am giving you today for your own good.”

This has not changed since the time of Moses. At the Last Supper, Jesus made it clear to His disciples what was expected of His followers.   
In John 14:15 we read: 


“If you love me, you will obey what I command.”
And again in John 14:23-24, He reiterates to make it absolutely clear:  

"If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. He who does not love me will not obey my teaching.”

The implication here is clear. We don’t really love Christ if we don’t follow His commands and His teachings. 

What did Jesus teach His followers to do?  In Matthew we read a story about a rich young man who came to Jesus seeking his salvation:

“Now a man came up to Jesus and asked, ‘Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal life?’

‘Why do you ask me about what is good?’ Jesus replied. 


‘There is only One who is good. If you want to enter life, 

 obey the commandments.’


‘Which ones?’ the man inquired.

Jesus replied, “Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, honor your father and mother,” and “love your neighbor as yourself.'"            





(Matt. 19:16-19)   

We are not allowed to pick which ones we chose to obey. We are obey all the commandments of the Lord.

Now we know that the Pharisees followed the letter of the Law but not its heart. They even tried to use the Law to trap Jesus, but they were not match for Our Lord.  

In Matthew 22, we read:


“One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question:


"Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?"  

Jesus replied: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments."           










(Matt. 22:35-40)
This makes it easier for us to follow the commandments, to obey our Lord, for these sum up what is expected from us. Basically what He said in this Scripture is love God completely, and love people too. 

Notice it’s not a choice. As Christians, we are commanded to love. This is not romantic love. It is a command to action, to act, with love, toward others, as if we were doing it for our self.

In John 3:36, we read a warning about following the Lord’s commands:

“Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him."

In Scripture to believe in something or someone carries the implication that you do as they command. A believer is a follower. The proof that you believe is that you practice what the master preaches. If you don’t follow His teachings, then you don’t really believe.


Christ does not command us to obey Him for no reason. He loves us more than we can even love ourselves.  His commandments are for our own good – in this life and for the life to come.  Eternal life is the promise for the faithful follower. 

In John 14, He said to his disciples:

"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if  I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am."          





(John 14:1-4)
Jesus gave His disciples one last command before they left the Upper Room and went to the Mount of Olives.  

In John 13, we read: 

"A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."       



(John 13:34-35)
If we will truly love one another as Christ loved us, if we obeyed this one commandment in every circumstance in our lives,  then we would fulfill what He expects of us.  

Now after the Cross, after He had arisen, before He ascend into heaven to return to our Father, Jesus told his disciples: 

"All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."

     (Matthew 28:18-20)

This was His last command to them, and His promise that He is always with us and never forsakes us.

But the most important thing to remember about our Lord Jesus Christ is what He has done for us.  Because He came and died for us, and rose again, He set us free from the law of sin and death.  Because of Him we can be reconciled to God, our Father, for if the Lord has set you free, you are free indeed.                             

So this day and every day let us remember our Lord, Jesus Christ. And let us not forget to pray, and to read His word, and to be good and faithful followers and servants.

Let us Praise Him.








